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is rarely the case even when a large number of variates
are used, I do not like to quote results with more than
a two figure probable error or standard deviation. I
don’t think the results warrant a greater accuracy
than this. Tn Professor Kelley's first case (Sciexce,
Dee. 5, 1924, p. 524) I should say Mean =82 and
standard deviation 13; in the second case, Correlation
coefficient .75 and its probable error .02. In the see-
ond case I give only one significant figure to the

SPECIAL ARTICLES
TRYPARSAMIDE TREATMENT OF AFRICAN
SLEEPING SICKNESS!

TrE problem of sleeping sickness in tropical Africa
is a source of great concern. The disease is be-

1 From the laboratories of the Rockefeller Institute
for Medical Research, New York.

JaNvary 23, 1925]

coming more common in many regions long known to
be affected and is spreading to regions previously
supposed to be free. There are two ways known of
combatting the disease: The destruction of breeding
places of the tsetse-fly which is the int diate host

SCIENCE 91

The results of the first clinical investigations with
tryparsamide by Pearce (3), based upon the treat-
ment of 77 patients in Léopoldville, Belgian Congo,
demonstrated that tryparsamide caused (1) a prompt

of the trypanosome parasite which incites the disease,
and the cure of persons already suffering from it.
The former undertaking is formidable in a tropical
country only sparsely settled and, as yet, very little
brought under control of Europeans with knowledge
of sanitary measures and power to put them into
force. At best, a long period of years must elapse
before effective beginnings in that direction can be
made.

The actual cure of the disease by means of drugs
is something within present possibility. It may be
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PE of tryp from the blood and
lymph glands, (2) a rapid improvement of the ab-
normal cerebrospinal fluids of advanced patients
which in the majority of cases amounted to a restora-
tion to normal, and (3) a marked improvement of
both physical and mental states. Van den Branden
and Van Hoof (4), who have continued the observa-
tions and treatments in Léopoldville, reported in
October, 1923, the condition of 55 patients first
treated three years previously. The period of obser-
vation after treatment extended from six months to
two years and seven months. Twenty of these pa-
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